
PRELOAD YOUR JOOMLA! SITE WITH EXTENSIONS AND SETTINGS 

 

Written by Steven Zeegers, for Joomla & More. 
Questions?  Send an e-mail 
 
You’re free to use this article for your personal use, or to send a copy to your friends.  If 
you’re interested in distributing it, that can be arranged , if youcontact us first. 
 
We will, however, seriously kick your ass if you publish this online on a blog or site and 
damage our precious SEO.  We know who you are!   
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INTRO / REQUIREMENTS 

This guide will teach you how to create your own ‘site template’ – or distribution, as you 
wish.  In order for this to work, you’ll need the following: 
 

 A development environment to develop and maintain your preloaded “Installer”. 
 Akeeba Backup, Core or Professional. 
 Akeeba Kickstart. 

 

CREATE YOUR WEBSITE 

The first step is to create a new Joomla! website in your development environment.  I’ll 
leave it up to you what version you want to use.  This guide applies to any version of Joomla! 
and it’s distributions where you can install Akeeba Backup. 

Once your website is created, install the extensions you want to preload.  I can’t give you any 
advice here, as you might have other preferred extensions than I do.  I’d suggest only 
installing the extenions you use 9 out of 10 times. Extensions that don’t match this 
“requirement” are just bloat and can easily be installed afterwards. 

THE EXTENSION YOU MUST INSTALL – AKEEBA BACKUP 

There is one extension you absolutely need to install, and that’s Akeeba Backup.  You can 
choose to use the core version, but if you’re reading this guide I assume you regularly create 
websites.  In that case, you’re better off with the Professional version. 

You need this extensions to create the “installation files” we’ll use later on.  And, just in case 
you didn’t know:  you ALWAYS need to make back-ups of your sites! 
 

CREATE THE “PRELOADED INSTALLATION”. 

Once you’ve got the site setup to your liking, it’s time to create the “installation file” we’ll 
use later.  To do this, use Akeeba Backup to create a back-up of the file. 

Save the back-up file in a folder.  For example, I put it in a folder called “QuickJoomla 
Installer” – it’s the name of my distribution. 

 

MAINTAINING YOUR ‘PRELOADED INSTALLATION’. 

While your ‘source site’ might be perfect at first, that will change over time.  Don’t forget to 
keep this site up to date with the latest Joomla! versions, or the latest version of your 
favorite extensions.  Apply techniques you learned over time, create users you need, find 

https://www.akeebabackup.com/download/official/akeeba-backup.html
https://www.akeebabackup.com/download/official/akeeba-kickstart.html


some good sample templates… show this site some love.  Every minute you invest in this 
site, equals 10x as much time saved afterwards! 

DOWNLOAD AKEEBA KICKSTART 

Next, download Akeeba Kickstart, and open the file.  Copy the following files: 

 kickstart.php 
 The language file you’re planning to use.  The other language files can be disposed – 

as you won’t use them anyway. 

Take these files, and put them in the folder with the back-up file.  Your installation package is 
now already complete.  Pretty easy so far, right? 

DEPLOYING YOUR PRELOADED SITE 

When you need to deploy your preloaded site, don’t reach for the standard Joomla! 
package.  You’ll use your own, custom package instead!  Upload the files in your 
folder.  Since you won’t be uploading a billion files, you’ll already save a lot of time here. 
 
Once the files are uploaded or copied, navigate to the site, using the following URL: 
 

http://path/to/your/website/kickstart.php 

 
Since you can never be to sure:  Don’t copy the URL above!  Replace it with the path to 
where you uploaded your files instead! But make sure to end with kickstart.php 
 

USE KICKSTART TO UNPACK & THEN INSTALL 

Use Kickstart to unpack the files, and then follow the Akeeba Installation Wizard.  This will 
help you to quickly install the website.  You should have no problems following the steps in 
the Wizard – if you do run into problems, head out to the Akeeba Site.  Read the manual 
first, THEN ask for support in the forum.  The Akeeba developer is some sort of psychic, he’ll 
know when you didn’t read the manual. 
 
Once this is done, you’ll see that your pre-loaded site is installed – waiting to be finished by 
you.  I hope you’ll save a lot of time using this method.  If you do, leave a comment here, 
leave a comment.  But don’t forget the @akeebabackup developer, too.  Donate some €$£ 
for a beer or something, or buy a subscription. 
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